
DOUGALD J. LUMLEY- PHO EBE ANN SILCOX 

1864-1919 1 86 2-19 31 

Phoebe Ann Silcox, daugh ter of Rebecca Jane and Henry Silcox, married 
Dougald J. Lumley in 1 88 5, and lived on the north part o~ Lot 3, Dunwich, south 
side of main corner. Their daughter Clara was born there in l8S7. Soon after­
ward t h ey moved to Strathroy where Mr. Lumley secured a position as a marble 
cut ter and finisher •• A son Harry was born there in 189 .~. A further move 
brought them to St. Thomas where Dou gald worked at the Dogget Marble Works as a 
salesman. On Mr. Doggett's death he bought the company in a partnership known 
as Lumley and Doan, and succeeded very well. 

Dougal d 
1819 an d set t l e d 
was Ephriam, who 
Bessie Hardwick, 
Andrew Mcintyre. 

Lumley was the grandson of James Lumley who left Nova Scotia in 
in Dunwich just north of the Big or Talbot Oreek. Hi s father 
married Lydia Johnson in 1851. His brother Harvey married 
had one daught er Eva Manning. His sister Louisa married 

They had two sons Wilfred and James. 

Father of Dou gald J. 
Luml ey . 
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Clara a n d Harry Lumley, c hildren of 
Dou gald J. Lumley and Phoebe Ann 
Silcox Lumley . 

Mrs. Dou gald J . Lumley 
(Phoebe Ann Silcox) 

Pictures courtesy Mrs . L . H. Brown 

He was quite adep t at trading privately in real estate, and rs ~emembered 
as living on Metcalf Street, Pearl Street, Wilson Avenue and finally on Gladstone 
Avenue where he died in 1919. His early trade had much to do with his death from 
emphysema and tuberculosis. Just when life seemed to Qe becoming easier for him, 
this man of many friends, passed away. He was born on Lot C, west side of Iona Ro a d ., 
south oank of Talbot Creek . 

His wife who remained in the Gladstone home for a short ti me, died at her 
daughter's home in 1931. 

Curator 196 2-1 968 . 



MR . & MRS . GEORGE W. LUMLEY 

w. Geo r g e Lumley, son of James Owen Lumley, was a n a gent on t he Michi gan 
Central Rai l way . Being ask e d b y h is fat her to tak e ove r t he Lumley General Stor e , 
h e returned t o Iona wi t h his family. 

A gene ro us friendly man, he p rospered an d became a ve ry popul a r resident . 
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This l a r g e bui l d i ng and expande d bu sine ss p rov ed to r equire long hour s and very har d 
work t or both he an d his wife . As t he a ccompanying c li pping belo w relates, he sold 
out when a goo d o pportunity arri ved , as it had be come a se ve re tax on his health . 

Mr. Lumley married Miss Ha z e l Pipe r whom he ha d known from chi ldhood . 

His f a ther had built a comf o rtable h ome across the corner from his busine ss 
when he ret ired. Mr. and Mr s . Lumley occup i ed it a f t e r the f athe r ' s de ath. They 
had two c h i l dren. Marwood i s living in Iona at the present time and Blanch e (Ro dgeson ) 
li ves in London. 

Mr. Lumley' s funeral se rv ice in t he Iona Methodis t Chur c h is reported t o 
have ov e r f lowed t he building t o the exten t t hat l oud speakers had to b e u s ed. Thi s 
was a fi n al p r oo f of the esteem an d many faithful f r ien ds and a cquain t ance s he had 
e a r n ed. Mr s . Luml ey r e mains i n the ho me shared fo r many years with her hu s band in a 
v i l lage whi ch has known t hei r ancestors from ear ly times . 

Record of Mrs . Lumley (Haze l Pi per ) will be foun d e1sewh ePe . - in t he 
ar ti cle of . t h e Iona United Church, and the 
J . Pi per family . Curator 196 2- 6 8 

Abo ve: Mr . George Lumley a s a young man. 

Left s Mr. Lumley taken at the time he had 
gi ven u p hi s Gene r a l store in Iona to 
be co me Elgin Cou nty's Treasurer . 



MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE 

James and Louisa Lumley - 1 849 

who f oun d it in the at tic o f the Willson home Courtesy of Mrs. Pu rcell Willson , 
a t the s ale of th e f arm . 

1 8 3 



Mr. an d Mrs. 

J.o. Lumley 

JAMES OWEN LUMLEY - MARY L. JARDI NE 18 4 

Thomas Lumley came fro m Yo rkshire , England in 17 77 
and s e ttled in Cumberland County, Nova Scotia. His son John . 
born in 176 6, came with his f ather, and in 1786 married Nancy 
Harrison. He with his wife and twelve of his thirteen 
children set out for Upper Canada in 1819. They settled in 
Southwold Township on the Lake Boad opposite t he old Mac­
Pherson f a r m - on the north-west corner opposite the g rave­
yard. 

The thirteen children of John Lumley and N~ncy 
Harrison, with t h e year of their birth are: Joseph 1779, 
Elizabeth 1 791, William 1 793 , James 1795, Nancy 1796, 
John 1798 , Nancy 1800 , Ma rion 1803, Rufu s 1 804, Ruth 1806, 
Thomas 1808, Sarah 1811, and Coughlin 1813. 

One of their children, the sixt h , John ~arried 
Maria G'ibson. Mahlon, George owen, Hi r !;im, John, Eliza, 
David Watson, Wil liam Gib s on, Ruth, Nancy, .Maria, Mary Jane, 
and Samantha were the names t hey gave their twelve children. 

George Owen married Eliza Watson and had three 
c h ildren - Mary Ann , J ames and William. 

Mary Ann married Colin Kerr and h a d one daughter -
Gertrude, who died at eighteen y ears of age. 

William Owen married Lottie Clark, h a d one daughter Mae, and two sons, 
Meredith and 

James Owen married Mary L. J ardine and had five children, 

Edythe (1884-1968) married Duncan Carswell (1870-1945). 
Bartley lost his life in the First World War. 
Geor g e married Hazel, daughte r o f John and Cordelia Piper. 
Edna married Duncan Carswell (first husband ) a n d second husband Frank 

H. Silcox. 
Mildred first married Charles Mortin (1900-1946}, s econd husband 

Albert Hurfo rd of Ohio, where they live. 

Mrs. James Owen Lumley, Mary Jardine, came from Scotland when she was 
eighteen, and never lost her Scottish accent. Thei r Go l den Wedding was celebrated 
in 1 932 . Mr. Lumley passed away two years later. 

Mr. Georg e Lumley built his store with a cabi n et shop at t h e back, with 
rooms on the second floor on the south -eas t corner of Mary Street and the Iona Road. 
The house now occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Bartley Wil ls~n, was built by hi m for his 
fami l y . James Owen's first three children were born there. Edna and Mildred were 
born in the home adjoining the new store. 

The store Mr. J.o. (a s he was called), built, showed the skill and fondness 
of building he inherited from his father. All t he materials were of the highest 
qua lity, as was t h e workmanship. The beautiful counters were of black walnut. An 
elevator i n stalled in t he ~ack c arried go ods to the upper floor. It wa s said to be 
the finest general store i n a very large area. 

The story go es that a young lady, entering the store on a day when no one 
seemed to be present, i n spected the tap on a large barrel of malas ees. Curious a s 
t o what this strange large object was, she touched the tap and must have given it a 
turn. Dismayed and frightened, she fled. One can i magine Mr . Lumley's feelin g s 
when he found the floor back of his store flooded with mol a sses: 

There are few perso na living who remember t he huge bon-fires Mr. Lumley 
a llowed in f r ont of the store on Hallowe'en to the delight of t~e young people of 
the ~ommunity. In those days fire-crackers were legal and cheap. An exciting time 
was had, but i t is said Mr. Lumley had little sleep watching for fire until mo rnin g , 
as some of the sparks may well have started a s moldering fire. 



This store employed several clerks a s time went by, including many 
r e l atives . Then Mr. Lumley started building a home on the corner adjoining , a 
work he loved and at which he was very gifted. Finall y his son George replaced 
him. He and his wife l eft their spacious quarters on the north half of the 
lar~e building . 

Mrs . Lumley, whose name the writer during her early years thoug ht was 
'~aryown", attended the store a larg e part of the day, as he r daughter Edythe 
enjoyed keeping the house in order and doing the cookin-g. 

Mr. Lumley, respectfully called "Jim·o wn .•: , gave ro om to the Te lephone 
Central Office and later to the Post .Office. He was a Justice of the Peace. 

Mr. and Mr s . J. o . Luml ey 
at the time o£ t he ir Go l den rledd in g . 

Mr. George owen Lumley was an 
active Mason . rising to higher ranks in 
his belove d Order. The Masonic Lodge at 
one time occupied the ro oms u p stairs over 
the carpenter shop (on the south-east 
corner of Mary Street). Mr. John Dundas, 
an apprentice in the blacksmith shop of 
Luke H. Brown, was also an active mason. 

Edna, Mr. James owen Lumley's 
daughter, (later to become Mrs. Frank H· 
Silcox), r emembe rs an amusing incidence. 
When the building was being torn down, 
she and a playmate asked Mr. Dundas if 
they could not be permitted to see the 
fearsome goat all good Ma so ns were re­
quired to ride before being admitted to 
the Order. When Mr. Dundas promised to 
grant their request, their fear turne d to 
fun as Mr. Dundas led out a wooden goat. 
No secrets of the Orde r were betrayed. 
We still do not know if those men being 
initiated are required to ride a live or 
wooden . goat, or if th e wooden one was a 
toy o r a prank • 

Only two of the Lumley children 
who had a merry time in this old building remain - Mrs. Silcox (Edna ) and Mrs. 
Hurford ( Mildre d ), but those are still a ro und who say t hat one of their happiest 
hours was when they were invited and allowed to visit the Lumley girls· 

James owen Lumley 1855 - 1935. 

Ma r y L. Jardine 1859 - 1953. 

Sergeant Bartley G. Lumley 1887 - 1918. 

Duncan Carswel l 1 870 - 1945 . 

Edythe Lumley Carswell 1 884 - 1968. 
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Charles Mortin, first husband of Mildred Lumley 1900 - 1 946 . 

Curator 1962-19 68. 

Murray Carswell, son of Edna Lumley 1 919 - 1 940 . 

The above decendants o f J ames Owen Lumley with those th ey 
mar ried, r est i n st . steven§ Ceme tery. 



CHRISTINA MC ALPINE ( Mrs . Peter McPhe rson) 186 

Mrs . McPherson wa s a very popu l ar young wo man i n t he Iona Area where she spent 
h e r early year s . Now , at El g in Manor , she is i ndeed an a sset to this resi denc e for 
s en ior citizens. 

She was t he younges t of t he t hree dau ghte rs of Mr. Duncan McAlpine and Mrs. 
Catherine Gr aham McAl p ine, early settlers and e ach , one o! the mos t distinguished 
f amil i es of t his district . 

Her elde st sister, Mis s Henriet t a, ma r r ied Mr. Samuel Campbel l. Mr. Campb ell 
bein g t he agent fo r t h e Pierre Marquette Railroad in Dutton, their fi rst years were 
spent in th at vi ll age . They l ater mov ed to London. 

The second sister, Miss Uat h erin e , ma rri ed Mr. Al exander Pollard and est a blish­
ed a h ome in Dutto n also . Mr . Pol lar d was t he g r andso n o f the well known Elder Po ll a r d . 
Hi s fathe r Levi and he were partne rs in a livestock an d far m su pp ly buaines s.i n Dutton. 

Miss Christina married Mr. Peter McPherson of La r g ie and lived in t h at locality 
dur i ng the early years of her marriag e. Later, a f a r m on the Union Road, south-east of 
Fi ngal wae acquired fo r a pe rman ent ho me. 

This home , t h e family no w having g rown by the arrival of two daughters and a 
son, is rememb ere d by t h eir neighhours. It wa s known as a d elightful place t o visit. 
Mrs. Mc Pherson be i ng known as a g racious ho stess in the l ovel y sett ing she had created. 

The two daughters - Miss Catherine and Miss Marjorie- both became nurses. 
Marjorie married a doctor an d lived in California. After his death, she i n du e time 
married a g ain , a nd is now in Alaska. 

The youngest of the family, Archie, now makes his home in Aylmer. Until 
moving to Elgin Manor, Mrs. McPherso n spent much of her time with him. Mrs. c.w. Sinclair 
of Aylmer was then active at the Manor, and in h e r company, Mrs. McPherson was able to 
meet many of her for me r friends engag ed in vo lun teer duti e s there.. 

Mr. McPher son died some time ago . His mot h er s pent he r lat er years with her 
daughter, Mrs. small, in Pay n es Mills. This lovely lady, a g i ft ed musician, is remembe r ed 
by many friends t h ere a n d in Largie. 

Mr. John McLel l an was t he teacher under whom Miss Tena gained her early 
e ducation. He is remembered as an excellent, t hou gh stern, no-no neenee teacher. She 
remembe rs a lad who occupied a seat directly be hind her. He thought it very funny if 
he could startle her and make h e r cry out by pulling her long braided ha ir. The teacher 
hearing her cry, would or de r he r to stand in a co r ne r at t h e fr ont of the school room, 
f a ce i nwar d . She believes she occupied this emb a rr a s si n g position very often. One time 
she was there when the teac he r left t h e r oom . On hi s r e turn he asked if anyone had seen 
her turn around. No o ne had - Mr. McLellan did not like tattl e rs either. 

This school was a distance o f t hree miles from h er home , a long wa lk for a little 
girl. Mr. McAl pine solved t h e problem by se cu rin g a horse and she lter for it near this 
schoolhouse at Watson's Corn e r s . She and her h o rs e Pri n ce bec ame very go od friends. 

Miss Tena, a few y ears later became first secr etar y of t he I ona Women•s 
Institute. A bit later wh e n its President, she was still accompanied by "Prince." one 
pa rticul a r day she had gon e directly to t he kitch en when she heard the assembled membe rs 
r emarki ng that it was time to open their meet ing , but t h e president was not t h ere. A 
cough f r om Prince enli gh tened them. 

In the Duncan McAlpi ne fa mily there were also three brothers: Daniel, Doug al 
and Duncan . 

Da niel ma rried Miss J e an Smi t h of Ekfri d, who d i ed wh en her sons Duncan and 
John were still quite young . This beautiful woman was a valued membe r of the Iona 
Women 's Institute. She had made many frie nd s during her short time i n Iona who wer e 
deeply g rieved, as well a s were very many ot he rs f r om he r earlier ho me . Her husband 
f e lt he r loss so deeply , that he r arely l e£t his home unless of a necess i ty. Becoming 
al mos t a reclus e , he devoted hi s remaining years to his two young sons. 



Doug al, the next son , became a civil engineer . Hi s wife , a Miss Staughton 
Of Toronto a lthough an inval id , she never forgets to get in touch with her sister ­
i n-l aw, Mrs . l'4cJ?her s on, on birthdays and at Christmas . 
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Duncan, t he young es t brother , was a baby when his materna l g r andmothe r , Mr s . 
Dougal Campbell of Komoko died, ~aving her husband irreconsilable to her loss. His 
dau ghter was deeply worried . Vlhen he to l d her he believed he woul d be able to carry on 
if she co uld let baby Duncan stay with him, she was u~ab le to refuse he r consent to this 
reque at of the fat he r for whose welfare she was s o concer -n ed . 

Dunc a n stayed with his g randfath e r Ca mpb ell in Komoko, marrying the l ocal 
school teache r, Miss Lillian Mc Gugan , after Mr. Campbell ' s death. Miss .bro wn of Komok:o , 
who was a near neighbor, r emembe rs the Campbells very well. The Campbell home continued 
as it had been before t he senior Mr. Duncan ' s death - a cen tre of hospi t a lity . Th e 
former Miss Mc Gu gan, a l ready popu l ar in the vicinity and well schoo l ed in the a men ities, 
became an admirable hostess. 

Mr. Dun c an McAlpine interested h i mse l f i n a tru cki n g business in Poplar Hill . 
In 1930 , on the Komo k o Hi l l , Hi ghway Nu mber 22 , he was killed when un icy r o a ds, the 
truc k he wa s d rivi ng was in a c o llision. He le f t no c h ildren. His widow mov e d to London 
where three de voted b rot her s made sure s he had he r needs well loo ked after . Sh e is 
remembered in Komo k:o as a lively, a ttra ctive woman who, wit h he r husband were an a s set 
to t h e community . She survived h er husband by t en years. 

The Young sons o f Dan iel Mc Alpine carried on the farm of their f a t he r af t er 
h is death. John ( J ack ) married Miss Mar garet Pyatt of Io na~ Dunc an , Mr s . Kather i ne 
Larso n Milligan . More de t a il s of these f am ilies are to be found elsewhere in this 
volume as contributed by Mr s . J . McAl pine and Mr s . James Pyatt • 

• v, r s . 1 e t e r .d.: =- h e r so u ( 1 e f t ) ,, it h 
t wo I ona In ~ tit u t e membe rs, Mr s . 
Fr a nk Sil cox a n a Mr s . Loren Pe ~r ce . 

Co mp ile d by Cura tor, ass i s t ed by ~rs. Mc Ph e rson a n d Miss Brown o f Komo k o , ont a r io . 



•. Jts . lJ'L'M.LD illacCALL'L11 (1832- 1936) 

(Resident of Iond - 1860- 1928) 

vy .Jonald. ac~"llum, St . Tl.omus 

~PJE AS BR!DEro-70NA: !;HE-w 
~ LARGE AND THRIVING VILLAGE 

J.l,l:s. Mo.rgaret McCallum, Who Attained 102ml Birthday on 
Thutsday, Spent Many Yc<~rs There 

On Feb. 1. 18:12, In Itw~rn<'S'•, <'Onling of the M. C. H., wh.cl\ 
Sc<:tland, neat• Fort William, a I pa:wl'd thtough a couple o! lUIICi 

daughter J\1nt·rarct was born to~ to tlv• north m the "'cven·it!_JJ 
• o • · •\11 that remains l;; one churc:l 

Hut;"h a11d ~tary .McMillan. On Pnc Hlotc, one bla,•ltsn•'th ,hc.
1 

Sunch::. in th" <'It~· ot ::;t. Thoma ... 1111<1 pl't·hap» twcnty.ftv,. h<>LI.~<'.; 
1\ f:umly ;.;nth,•tml; will be hell Ll With tho comilt·l Cit the h ~:; 11 
oh·,<.'r\oation n! ht•r !ll:ln<l hit1hd,\y. WilY gorn:;l's. nncl ., r\·1~,, st..t.· 1 

\Vht!t\ Mnn.;nn·t wu,; tht·,·c yNu's n1 llntl'i havt• lH•cn achh•d, but lon., 
nr,-<'. ht•r ptu<'nls toolc thclt· fan utv will lll'V<'t' ng-11ln ~\lU thu b<hm.~ 
nntl 1>tartecl on ono o~ tho tedlou.; thnt Willi on whE"n .M 1·~. ~lcC,\tlnnl 
vc:yagcs of tho..;c dnys across the ct\QIP. there as a brld1•. ,\ftct· h~1~ 
Atlantic. Landin:;- at Quebec, th<':.o family scnttercu she cv<.unucd t?j 
jolll·ncyed to Ht..ron County, where li\·e in tl;.~ home she IO\'f'll so much 
they liettled and lived for a n•m1- and an t.mg the ncl::;hbort~. m w lv~ 
bet· or y<'ars. . he nlwoys tnol< such a ltin,J:y 1!11 

'Vhen Mar:::at'l't ~rew to yonng tercst. She Is poS.,<'•sed o! o r~ 
womanhood ··he came to London. morlt:tble mln.d, and Eh'•J:!~ Rc••v·• 
where she Jived f<.'l' a numbc1 of uody and even In her .. <tvn!".c~rl 
yenrs and In 1860 !<he manl<'.l il years, she loved to wa'Jl.: as sh 

Jyoung- tailot·, Dugald 111cCalht!ll wl~hcd to go. The lAst !t•w v.\!ar 
1 Upon their manlnj:'c tht'\' •·am(· to she has madE' her homt• with he 
ltlw then thriving villng-" ot I•tna. :son. Donold, Jn St. Thum:~s. H.:! ,.1 
,ln tho early day« it was the l'1t··~c t nn cxtl'n,o;iv<' dP·1ll't' in 'lntlq\1~ Cttr~ 
vlllng~> bclwl'cn NiaJ:":nrn t>nll \Vind :liturc. lwlnr:tnr- much nf it r,·on'li 
sor, and WI\!! n <'l'nlml ~:to ppm• the ftlll"n d} "-~- tlc~t ol J·:a r,>!"•J 
plHt'O for th<.' ~tn~~c rotu·ht's nt f:h<' could whcn ~ho wns tu·v:m.l th" 
those dnys. "ft "· 1\tt't~::tlluM h'1 • C"<'l\tlll'}' m;ul•. ·-how v !r.•tvr. 
I'Ome lnter<.'stlng' sto&l<'tl to trll (\r thro\t!;'h the lat·ge residence wher~ 
the days wh<'n lh<'t'<' wero ~!.: c:l he kecp3 much of It on diqpl'l)' 
t'hurches. five or ~rx trl'nl'!'al st<>tr~ ancl lt'll t.he hl;>tory of dlff<'· <'nt 
three hotels. tlnsho.,~. 'harness. ;~.n,! plPC~>s. Until. a yPar or two 1\r,'Q, 
woodwork shop~;. Th<'rc Js ·m'11c'1 rhc wns 1\ f:lmiliar flg-nr·c on thel 

1wnlnut furnilur~ In the dt•t•·ict yl't cltv !ltre"t", going- tlboul to p:w fh~ 
I that was made in tltog" d:1y.. In bills 1\nd do the- l'hoppln;.! !or taP 
. tonn. ScvPt'al bl~<" 1 ' !l\ith ;~'OIJ• ho· •rhold. La<>t 6Untmt>r she f <U 
wcr<' kept bu»y nnd the !.l:ltOit!' 'lnr! fmcturc<i her nrm hut t:te1 
McSh'rry plcwq m'ldP by th-,.. 1:\\• b"• • lc he:t!Pd and !1he mntlc Ji·•ht 
.Tnmcs ~ IcSherrv. wP!'C t ·,CJ '1\'loi~ ot lt. ., 
thcr('. 'fhc~e 'plowil won ~wmy 0!'" of her happtr~t l'<'rollrC'tlon, 
prizes tor th<'h' ownrr'! lr> fh" o·rt I'< ot thr ll"t o! Lndv Br";.hort1h!::!l 
time provincial plowing- mat<'t'E'.'\ who on hPr \'llllt to St. rhvmn::: 111&t 

• Dr<'~:-n t•kers nn<l mlllinns flour· foil, \ltOilfl<.'d her rar us .. ht> po~se, 
liihcd :>nd nm:ald McC:1Ihwt tho 1\tC'Cnllutn rl'sirli'nce tn wm·c a 
brou~ht his brldll and ~oet np 11 ~t'l'l'tlnS?: to Mr11. Mcea)Jum, 1\nrl 

1 tllilo:-lng c«tnbll~hm<'nt. Si)t snn,: who loter ~<'nt Mrs. M!'l"'.1llt:m th~ 
nnd three ctaur:htrtll -vero! hor~ 'I' bou'luet ot flowers present('\~ to h.:!r 
th('m. the thret> 1l:ntr:hter·q nnd <.'Tll' 'lt the ho,;p!tal. 
!'On dying atter they rl'.\dtPd 1'1'\:l Hrr children. grnnclrhtldrt>n n-:11l 
ture y~>ars. In the vt'ar 1'186. 'Mr qrenl-t:"t'\nd<'hi!dren will • ath<'l' ~ 

j111eC''lllunt w'!" left a widow. r ro~ cell•brate the happy event with Ito> 

~
the fAmily continuecl to "''<' in th,• l'TI'r flvt' ~ons nre .\.-rhi<', rc>·v 
ll~tme pla<'e, h!'r ot<>n-. Pli'M"''in~ ~·• tof Duttnn. ))u-:;~\i ftf Or.-11t FkH~ 
tho tallorln <.:" h••<;il;'P~ ... whlr.h thP.y M'ontnnn. Milas or C'Rllt'ornla. H 1\~l. 
hn<l l~'arnrd with thrlr father. of r.ondoh • and Donald of 1:) 

I ona marks ltB -decline with··the Tboa;ns. _ 

I n e v e r t h i n k o f my mo t he r u s b e i n g at r e s t , but ruth e r us i n the v1 o r d s o f 
Mathew .h.rnold : 

"0 stron~ soul, oy w at shore 
... arriest thou no\.' . .l<'or t hat force 
Surely hus not beEn left vain ! 
Sor:le \'there, surely, a fur, 
In the sounding labour - house vust 
Of oeing , is practiced t:rat strength, 
Zeelous, beneficent, fir!I' ! " 
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Industry c u1e to my mot~er us breath does to all of us. .tork \'Ius o. h .... bi t of 



•. 1r s . .Jugal d r..a c Callum 189 

thou ht with her , a a she expecteJ the su~ attitude in others . ferhaps this wus 
partly an innate quality and purtly the result of her early environment as e pioneer 
of Canada . 

•~Y mother 11as born near Fort ,/illic.m, Scotlc;..nd, in 18~2 . ....aci\,illan was t .e 
surname of both her fatller UllU .nether . She had two sisters and two brothers . Her 
father, Hu.;h l';lackillun, brou3ht his family to Canada in 183 7 by S!:liling vessel. My 
mother said that crossing the Atlantic Ocean in those days took about six 'eeks • 

• y grandparer .. ts settled in the bush near 3 r ucefiela, Huron County, Onturio . 
!-.y ..;r .. ndfather und the neighbours felled tl.~.e trees to JUke a cledring , and the 
c hildren of the family cut the brush from the lo~s with hatchets . Then u lo g house 
was built. ·~s candles ~1ere a luxury at this tie, li1os fro1r. u hickory tree >:ere 
split and used as torches . .l\, source of I-ride of the family t<c1s t.1at, in their 
neighbourhood , they .. ere tl.e first to acquire hens 9.nd \7Ushtubs . .:.'he latt.er Tiere 
sh~red ~ith the neighbours • 

• -\ blazed trliil flas tnude from the house to tl1e hi.;hway . .!hen the first 
.; rain \: o. s h u r v e s t e d , J r; r !.;.tl d fat he r \ a 1 ked to t t n e ... r e ., t -l .... e t to .; r. i t h a 'b- o f 
t; rc;.<i n o .. ~s l> t.. :::, . To prer..:..c for 1.is ho .. eco:-1i , ... ro.te t.:.s a .. e o r iai .g 
s ... r-:in s, _.. d this .. us stre:tc ed fro" t ,. house to t.1e roud ;;1lon ·the bl. .• zed truil . 
as no e.\.act ti .te for his return ,.as known , his sons kept uonfires burni.ab' at ni_;nt 
at the juncture of the blazed trail and the hiahway , to show their father the point 
at which he nust le~ve the hi hway for the house . 

One day in the early s.pring when my 15randfat.1er was auay, by t5rundmot .er 
and the boys ~ere working in the sugar bush . The little gi rls ue r e l eft p l aying in 
the y!:lrd near the house . ~ft er a while the children tired of their games , and the 
youn~est wandered off towards the sugar bush to join her uother . Howe v er , she 
became lost, und , althou ...... n a seu.rch was instituted and the neiuhbourhooa scoured , 
she uas never found . -any yeurs later , a skeleton of a child uus discovered on the 
property , and the conclusion waf:l redche:d that it must be that of the little girl lost 
so long ago . 

Reli_; i ous serv·ces for Ra mal. Catholics and for Protest& ts v.ere organized 
by my gr_ndfnt~er , and were held at different times in his howe . 

,/hen my mother g r ew up , she c ame to Londo n . Here she et , w1:1s courted by , 
and rarried to .ray father, ;,"r . Dugald ! .• acCalluu , a tailor by t r ade . ri e had recently 
arrived from Ooan , Scotland . ~Y parents decided to leuve London to settle in the 
then - flourishin~ villu;e of Iona . .ere they secured an acre of land and ouilt a 
small ~ouse a n d a tbi~or shop . 

Nine children were oorn to my pare~ts, six boys ~na three girls . This 
l~r ge family t.eant that the home nust be enh.rged , & •• d so an entirely ne. house ,, a s 
added to the fr>nt of the originc:.;.,l o rn e . ..e ooys let..rned our father's tr<.:~.de and 
worked with him in the shop . 

Such a lc..r ;e fanily necessitated an econo11ical production of food. . So, 
a;:ple, 1each , pear , 1lum , cJ.oer"'y a· d qu·nce trtes i7ere planted . f.ed and black 
currL.nt a d ..;o c seberry oushes l.ere set out . Tt.o vurieties of _,r1:11es 11ere .... lso 
grown . . -t garden , in which potttoes , onions , currots, c~:..bbages, a J turnips ,qere 
cultivated , SU.}Jplied suf'ficieut ve_;etubles for the needs of the family . The 
production of so 1UCh fruit ueant t hat much of it H.ust t.>e preservt::d for later u ... e . 
So..re of the vegetables \;ere stored ir a cellc.r , ~b.ile others .1ere pla c d in a pit for 
use in tLe s ring . It is inte"·esti1 g to note t ut t •. e ·urden >Ius alilays :t-lanted 
when the moon .1as beco.li.ag full , not \>he.r it was wania ·. 

I•y father was subject to pnt:umonia , and i n pioneer days, white horehound 
tea ltd.S thou ... ht to relieve this infection . So , lluite horehound bUSlleS .. ere rL ... nted 
it. tne garden . The leaves of tl e bu:;hes \7ere ,.ick.ed and tren dried. To 1..auke the tea , 
a te i:i spoon of t'l:e dried leLves .. :is flaccd in ~ L ... rge •. 10ustuc:.e cu1- , and three -
quarters of a cup of boi l in: v.ater '•dS added . Then tHo tuble s poons of brandy und two 
of honey were poured in . At that tL.le this nixture was thought to be conducive to cure 
cou whs, asthl!lc , and p 1eurn~nia . 
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One or so me ti H1e s two cows we re kept so that He could be u ssured of milk, 
cream, and butter . The milk .Jas put in pails, and these v.ere hun~ in the well to 
keep the mi 1k cool . l ens were kept , und there were a lways fresh eggs a nd a chicken 
for the pot . A slaughtered p i g was bought, a nd my mother VTou ld c u t it up and cure 
the haHl s . The rest of t he pork v1as cut into p ieces und friea . To p r eserve t hem, 
they were stored in crocks between layers of l ard . In addition, a quarter of beef 
wa s provided . 

The a shes from the wood stoves and fats from t he u.ea t were saved to mak e 
soft so ap . The as he s were p l a ced in a wooden b ~ rrel, and water wus druined through 
t he m, thus formi ng lye . ·rhen th e fat and the l ye were bo il ed toe;ether in a b ig i ron 
kettle . The resulti n~ soft 3oap w~ s stro ng and cleansing . 

r.1y mother a lways mu.de he r o vm salt-risin .: bread . .then visitors carae , she 
buked l u r ge round b annocks and then toast ed them i n front of t he coa l s in the wood 
stove i n the kitchen . The toasted banu ocks were spre a d 11i th butter und black curre 1t 
j am end were , i ndeed , a dish for t he gods . 

. lith v, hat ever ti r.:e wy mo t ~e r had left 1' r orn her various activities, she 
~nitted mi ttens and socks . She l ived a re gu l a r life , and always enjoyed three sub -
st£tntial rr e a ls a day . She read ''The London Advertiser" , " The St . Thomas Journal" and 
11 The Fa1nily Herald and .feekly Star'' · She retired :olbo ut t he sa .1e ti ,ae e u ch nibht 
afte r re u di nc:; a chapter of t lte !3 i b l e . Every Sunda y s he attended ~ht!rch carryint; her 
lanter n with her to t he evening ser v i ce . 

Sor:cow ca:ae to my mother as it does to everyo n e . l.1y father pa ssed a way in 
1886 . One son and two d a u ght ers died of Tuberculosis . ...y mother a ccepted t hese 
loss es, and di d not brood over t h em . Never t he l ess , she was sympathetic to t he t rou bles 
of othe r s , and ~lways l ent u he lpin3 hand . 

As t he r ailroad hud by-passed Iona , the population of t he village dwindled , 
anu t he so n s and dau _;h ter wh o s urv i v eti g r <.<.dual ly left home to seek their fortunes 
el se wh er e . l\_y moth.e r rema i ned i n the home and t hough alone , she VIas not lonel y . She 
wus endowe~ with a hu;e amo un t of co mmon sense, had a keen sense of humour , was 
p r a ctically min ded, a nd always u ccepted t h ing s as t h ey we re . 

She possessed great cour a~e, and felt oo mpe t en t to c ope with any situa tion 
t ~1a t mi .r;h t a rise. She had abundan t health, often saying that s he did not know 
what i t w a s to have a he ad a c he , n or , 11 v1 h o. t the s e n e r v e s a r e abo u t H h i c h p eo p l e 
e. l wuys compl':iinine · " She enjoyed life , had <1 gre at int ere st L1 youn5 peo ~le , 
was nJver criticul of ot\ers . Her mi nd moved vd th the tir.les , and she thought 
each age in history of the wor ld wu s bette r than the one before . 

~re 

~.n d 
t ha t 

r.ly mothe r wa s i nt erested in the mo ve 11ent to g ive wo men the suffr a1•e . She 
sympathized with the women who had stru ggled to oi.Jtain t he vote, and , Vlhen thj s wus 
g r an ted, s he wlwuys ex e rc) sed he r frunchi se . She cast ! er l ast vote when Hhe was one 
hundred y e ars old . 

As ti me passed , ste s pent the winters i n St . Thomus and the summe rs in Iona • 
. !h ile in St . Thomas , she lived with my sister and me . It wus t ypical of lriY ra t he r 
t h a t , a f t e r my s i s t e r ' s de u t h , s h e a c c e p t e d the r e s p o n s i b i 1 i t y of J.r.a k. in .:5 a h o me f' o r 
rue . She was now n i nety - seven year s of age . 

On her one hundredth bi rth day teleGr ams of cong ratul a ti on were received from 
t he Go verrlor- Gener a l, tha Duke of 3essborou gh, und the Pri ne udnister. 1.r. I.,~cKenzie 

hing . Her decendants gather ed rounu to honour her , to t ell he r how proud they wer~ 
to be me.:nber s of be r cl an , und to a ssure he r of their love. On this day , s he 
re a ffir med her Chri stian f~ith, st a tin g her belief in the powe r, t he wisdom, and the 
l ove of the ulr.Li..;hty for Hi s chi l dren . She said, "I have never been do.vn - h eCJ.rted in 
ray life, and I a m not uow . I do not k!1ow what I s ha ll yet have to bear, bu t I au not 
going to co 1npl a i n . Notbing bad can hap~.-e:n to me if I have f a ith in God ." 

As the p a rty pro c eeded , by brot h0r proposed c. t oast to "Mot her ' . In repl y ing, 
she looked at her sons and quoted t he last stanza of Robert .3 urns, "Lament For J ames , 
Earl of Glencairn" . 


	174
	175
	176
	177
	178
	179
	180
	181
	182
	183

